
 

 

COGEN Europe dinner debate  

28 February 2012 

 

Can Europe turn its EED into an engine for 
growth? 

 

On the day of the vote in the ITRE Committee 
on the draft Energy Efficiency Directive, 
COGEN Europe held a dinner debate hosted by 
MEP Alejo Vidal-Quadras (EPP, Spain). The 
theme chosen for this debate was close to the 
heart of this senior MEP: economic growth 
and job creation. 

MEP Vidal Quadras underlined in his 
introductory remarks the crucial importance 
of paying great care to the concerns of the 
European industries in helping them to stay 
and grow in Europe. He also highlighted the 
importance of cogeneration in Europe and 

Spain in particular. 

Paul Hodson from the European Commission recalled to the 

audience the expected economic impact of a successful EED, which 

will create 400,000 new jobs (net) and reassured the stakeholders 

on the involvement of the European Commission in getting the best 

out of the trialogue. 

 
Afterwards François-Xavier Saury from Caterpillar gave an insight 
on the job equation from the manufacturing point of view. He 
reinforced that message by stating that “if china is home to 
fireworks, Europe is home to global cogeneration manufacturers”. 
 
 

Based on the outcome of a study launched a week before the event, 
Simon Minett (Challoch Energy) used a UK analysis to discuss the 
employment dimension of the cogeneration sector. Figures 
exhibited called for 30,000 jobs but the UK government has so far 
not been that supportive and continue to have disjointed policies 
for cogeneration. 

 



 

 

 

 

Moving on to the views of an industrial user of cogeneration, Alejandra Miralles, 
from the Spanish Ceramic Tile Association ASCER, explained how cogeneration can 
help companies to lower their bills and carbon footprint, but she also insisted that 
energy intensive companies should  look for incentives and legal certainty to trigger 
investments. 
 
Responding to the ITRE vote, Fiona Riddoch, Managing Director of COGEN Europe, 
explained that basing the justification of new cogeneration on a Cost Benefit Analysis 
is a risky approach and that it will be tough to get it right. This approach has to be 
judged weaker than the original one from the Commission.  

Political vision from the 
cogeneration market to grow is 
lacking in the ITRE report and 
the sector is put at risk to 
deeper erosion of their position 
during the trialogue. In addition, 
the energy agenda is calling for 
an effective energy efficiency 
legislation to achieve Europe’s 

2020 goals. This means a significant step forward for energy efficiency in Europe in 
which cogeneration has a foundation role. 

The process of legislation continues and the cogeneration sector will 
press for a stronger position. 

Speakers’ presentations, pictures and additional material distributed during the 
event are available here. 

http://www.cogeneurope.eu/can-europe-turn-its-eed-into-an-engine-for-growth_369.html

